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Dear Nance,
I am very sorry I have neglected you so long. I started a letter to you in

Brighton and for some unknown reason it was never sent. However, I enclose
it now, having just discovered it among my papers. I need not again tell you
what has happened to me since I left the N.W.H. since that letter contains it
all.

We are doing extremely well in South Wales. I spoke at a meeting in
Barry yesterday30 (Sat.) to a most enthusiastic audience of men and women.
They begged me to stand on my chair, so they may see my face. I must have
spoken for two hours. A resolution was passed in favour and a vote of thanks
given on my behalf. I was asked to come again. I do not know what is
happening to me. I seem to be changed into somebody else. I never thought I
could write articles, confound politics on a public platform etc. It is all very
strange to me when I do stop to think. However, the latter is very seldom.

When I write these lines, I am presuming you are still at the N.W.H. I
have been staying with influential people here and we have been doing a lot
of motoring. It is much nicer than travelling by train. I have visited almost
every place in South Wales, since my arrival. I have not the opportunity of
staying in one place very long. However, this is my official address so will
always find. I am going to a Political tonight. I hope all is well with you and
your "Ted".31 If you ever have time to think of your old chum you must write
and I will try and see you when I come to London. I am speaking in Penarth
on Tuesday.32 Oh! I have promised to see so many people since I went on
Hunger Strike. People are always sending me invitations from different parts
of the country. I get quite bewildered sometimes and wonder if I shall ever
have time in this life to avail myself of their invitations. Well, Dear, now I am
off.

So Goodbye. With Love,
I am,

Yours Affectionately,
Elsie V. McKenzie.

P.S. I have been presented with the most charming little gold brooch, with a
piece of flint inset, as a memento of the stone I threw at the windows of power
and privilege in Whitehall, June29th; also a silver barred gate brooch. 33
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Leafing through the pages of Votes for Women we see from the edition
of September 17th, 1909 that Elsie has become the W.S.P.U.'s Cardiff
organiser. I imagine her writing off proudly to Nance the following month on
her new headed notepaper.

Elsie organised her first Cardiff 'At Home' meeting on Wednesday 13th
October. She hoped to alternate weekly meetings around the area, taking in

Swansea and Brecon. At a November meeting in Barry, the speaker, Mrs
Eates, had interestingly spoken the month before at Forest Gate. Elsie had
also hoped to found a W.S.P.U. shop in Cardiff but by late November she'd
thrown in her lot with Gabrielle Jeffrey and her Votes for Women shop in
nearby Newport, becoming joint organisers for Monmouth. From January

1910, however, they had both been replaced by Rachel Barrett. The
W.S.P.U. did set up shop in Cardiff, in 1912, being registered in the 1913
Cardiff directory. The organiser then was Annie Williams,27 a Cornish

school-teacher who had been arrested along with Elsie four years before.
Annie Williams was an experienced campaigner, long active throughout

Britain and a well-known speaker in South Wales. In a period of increased
public hostility towards militant suffragism, however, premises were set up at
27 Charles Street, in the heart of the city's business quarter. According to the

1914 directory the W.S.P.U. shop had closed.


